ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION, IRELAND. 



THE ANNUAL REPORT 



Of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of Ireland to the Lord Lieutenant, 
dated 15 August 1842. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY THOMAS PHILIP, EARL DE GREY, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, 

AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

W E, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and corporate 
seal are hereunto annexed, beg leave, in pursuance of the provisions of 
the Act S & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, to report to your Excellency, that since the date 
of our last Annual Report, by reason of the demise of the Right Reverend Dr. 
George Beresford, the Bishop of Elphin, under the provisions of the Church 
Temporalities Acts, has succeeded to the revenues of the See of Kilmore; and 
those of the See of Elphin have thereupon vested in the Commissioners, charged 
with a sum of 2,447 1- 8 s. Id. to the present Diocesan, and subject, during the 
incumbency of his Lordship, to the payment of whatever annual sum the reve- 
nues of Kilmore may fall short of those of Elphin. 

A Commission has been issued to ascertain the dilapidations incurred in the 
See-house of Elphin. The Mensal Lands have been surveyed and valued, and 
the premises offered for public competition ; but no sufficient proposal has been 
as yet received. 

The Temporalities of the See of Dromore have also vested in the Commis- 

with the payment of a sum of 1,778/. 17 $- 7 d. to his representatives; and the 
necessary proceedings are in progress to ascertain the amount of dilapidations 
incurred upon the See-house. 

Immediately after the death of the late Diocesan, the Commissioners called 
the attention of the Bishop of Down and Connor, who by that event became 
Bishop of the United Bishoprick of Down, Connor, and Dromore, to the pro- 
visions of the 39th section of the 3d & 4th Will. 4, c, 37, whereby a power is 
given to his Lordship to elect and choose the See-house of Dromore to be the 
See-house of the United Bishoprick ; and his Lordship having answered that he 
could not at present, by reason of the peculiar circumstances of the See-house 
of Down and Connor, make that election, the usual steps have not consequently 
been taken for the letting of the See-house and Mensal Lands of Dromore. 

The Commissioners have received an offer for the See-house of Cashel, but 
one so inadequate that they did not feel themselves justified in submitting it for 
your Excellency’s consideration. 

In regard to the charge subsisting on the See-house of Meath on the demise 
of the late Dr. Alexander, a portion of^which, amounting to 1,262?. 14 s. 2d. 
was ordered by the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council to be paid by the 
Commissioners out of the Tithes disappropriated from that See, the instalments 
which fell due within the year, amounting to 947?- 4s. 7 d., have been dis- 
charged. 

Eighteen Dignities and Prebends, and sixty Benefices, have become vacant 
within the year ; and the vacancies in the Dignities and Prebends have been 
notified to your Excellency and the Council from time to time as they occurred. 

In regard to the Dignities, rent-charges to the amount of 896?. 2s. 4 id. have 
been disappropriated, by order of your Excellency and the Privy Council, from 
the revenues of the Sees of Ferns and Ossory, and transferred to the Commis- 
sioners, charged with the payment of annual salaries to the amount of 660?. 

Your Excellency and the Privy Council were pleased to suspend, on the re- 
commendation of the Commissioners, the appointment of a Clerk to the Prebend 
of Kilmacallane, in the Cathedral Church of Elphin ; it appearing that the late 
137. A Prebendary 
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Prebendary had not cure of souls within any parish appropriated thereto ; and 
by which suspension the revenues of this Prebend, estimated at 119 1. Is. 6 d., 
became vested in the Commissioners. In the case of the sinecure Prebend of 
Kiilybegs, in the Cathedral Church of Tuam, rent-charge3 to the amount of 
441.2s. 7 Id. have been disappropriated from that Prebend by your Excellency 
and Council, and united to the respective parishes of Burrishoole, Cong, Cross- 
boyne, and Kilmina ; and the residue of the income, amounting to 62 1 . 1 s. 7Jd., 
has been also disappropriated and transferred to the Commissioners. 

The Benefice of Baliygarth, in the Diocese of Meath, and in the patronage of 
Her Majesty, became vacant by the death of the Rev. John Burdett, and it 
appearing by the certificate of the Ordinary that Divine Service had not been 
celebrated within this Benefice for the three years preceding February 1833, and 
that there was neiiher Church nor Glebe-house in the Benefice, the Commis- 
sioners have, under the provisions of the statute, suspended the appointment of 
a Clerk to this Benefice, of the reputed annual value of 55 l. 19 j., and allocated 
thereout, with the approbation of the Ordinary, a stipend for the discharge of 
the occasional duties of this parish. 

The state of the several Churches throughout Ireland has continued to engage 
the anxious attention of the Commissioners, and such sums have been granted 
for repairs and other works as the funds of the Board would admit of. The 
sums granted amounted to 30,635/. 4 s. 7 d., of which 23,188/ l6s. 9d. were 
set, apai t for repairs, and 7»‘&4<6/. 7 s. 10 d. for rebuildings and enlargements; 
but the latter sum has been expended for the most part in completing works of 
this natui e which had been undertaken in preceding years — the Commissioners 
being obliged to postpone, by reason of the limited state of their funds, to pro- 
vide for some cases of rebuilding and enlargement of a very urgent nature. 
The sums so granted have been in course of expenditure, together with sums 
appropriated in previous years, which will account for the large expenditure on 
Church Works, as stated in the annexed Account. 

Private subscriptions to the amount of 1,941/. 13s. 4 d. have been received 
wuhm the year, in aid of the works undertaken by the Board in those parishes 
from which the subscriptions were received. 

A renewed application was made by the Dean and Chapter of Limerick for 
assistance in repairing their Cathedral Church, but upon a full investigation of 
the facts, the Comimssioners did not feel authorized to make any recommenda- 
tion on a subject which had been previously disposed of by the Lord Lieutenant 
and Privy Council upon its merits. 

In addition to the sum of 48,628/. 19 s. 7 d already disbursed by the Com- 
missioners, m liquidation of the arrears of Vestry Cess in 183 1 j 1832 and 
1833, further claims have been preferred on this account within the current’year 
and allowed to the amount of 179 /. 17^. 6 d. 

The sums required by the yearly Estimates for the celebration of Divine Ser- 
vice in the several Churches and Chapels, have amounted to 33,691 / 96- \d 
showing an excess over the last year of 698/., and of 3,663 l. 3 s. 9 d. as ’com- 
pared with the first year that such demands were discharged by the Commis- 
sioneis. A ins excess has been caused, and is likely to be increased, by the 
erection of new Churches and the licensing of several places for Public 
YV orship. 1 

01 the Dignities, Prebends and Benefices which have become vacant within 
the year, about one-third is liable to tax, the remainder riot liable ; the receipts 
under the head of tax have amounted to 5,84?/. 8*., which may be considered 
as about the amount of the present available income from this source ; for 
although the receipts exceeded that sum in the past year, they included arrears 
or former years. 

Independently of and in addition to the sum of 4,597 1. 19s. ’id. paid out of 
Pnmate Boulter s Fund, ra augmentation of Small Livings, the Commissioners 
have out of their general Funds paid large sums annually to the Clergy, Vicars 
Clioial and Diocesan Schoolmasters, and in this year the payments made on 
this account amount to 6,838/. 5$. 7 d. 1 J 

the sales of Perpetuities a sum of 15,027/. 11s. 7 d. in money has been 
received, and moitgage debts for former sales to the amount of 5,056 Z. 6.?. 6d. 
have been discharged, which make a total amount of 20,084/. 1,?. 1 d Mort- 
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m furnishing the necessary information, referred to in m.r a PP“ ca ” ts 
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under the advice of the Attorney-general, to have a Bill filed in the Court of 
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arisen, and the specific purposes to which they have been applied P 
All which is submitted to your Excellency’s consideration. 



(signed) JOHN G. ARMAGH. 

RICHARD DUBLIN. 

< SEAL -) CHARLES KILDARE. 

R. DERRY AND RAPHOE. 
HENRY MEREDYTH. 
JOHN C. ERCK. 

W. C. QUIN. 

Board-Room, SO, Upper Merrion-street, 

Id August 184.2. 

Thomas Bushe, Secretary. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



RECEIPTS and DISBURSEMENTS 





RECEIPTS : 


£. 5 . 


d. 


£. 


S. 


d. 


Balance of General Fund, 1 August 1841 - 


6,447 7 


5 








Ditto of Perpetuity Purchase Fund, ditto - 


15,921 9 


<si 


22,368 


16 


ni 


Received from Waterford and Lismore See Estates 


4,550 3 


7 




Killalla and Achonry „ - - - 


6,197 3 


7 








» 


Clonfert and Kilmacduagh „ 


2,314 3 


10 J 










•Raphoe 


5,545 17 


2 










Ossory - - - 


7,240 - 












Cork and Ross - - ,, - 


5,357 14 


2 








» 


Ardagh - n 


2,854 10 


2 








»> 


Elphin - - ,, 


3,412 16 


3 


37,472 


8 


9i 




Revenues from suspended dignities 


3,990 4 11 J 




Ditto - - ditto - benefices 


2,631 4 


5 J 








>» 


Ditto from disappropriated tithes 


1,844 8 


- 


8,465 

2,080 


17 


a 




Charge on the See of Derry - 


- ‘ - 


- 




Tax on bishopricks and benefices - * 


- 


- 


5,347 


8 


- 




Repayment of glebe-house loan instalments - 


- 


* 


3,584 


6 


- 




Sales of Perpetuities ----- 


20,084 1 


1 










One year’s interest on 19,600 Z. Three per Cent. 
Consols ------- 


588 - 


_ 










Ditto on Perpetuity Mortgages - - - 


3,070 17 


3 










Expenses incurred in calculating Perpetuities 
not completed, and detained from deposits 


21 4 


4 








„ 


Sales of Perpetuity printed forms 


7 15 


4 


23,771 


18 














„ 


Contributions from Economy Fund for repairs of Cathedrals 


48 


1 


8 


„ 


Bequest for keeping Donamore Church in repair - 




7 


7 


8 




Parochial subscriptions for rebuilding and enlarging churches, 
and for repairs and stoves ------ 


1,941 


3 


4 


» 


Monies granted for church purposes and returned unapplied - 


177 


17 


6 


» 


Interest on 200 Z. old Three and a Half per Cent. Stock 


- 


10 


10 


- 








£. 


105,275 


15 


2i 



Balance of Primate Boulter’s Fund, 1 August 1841 
Ditto of Primate Robinson’s ditto - 
Received on account of Primate Boulter’s Fund - 
Ditto - - ditto - Primate Robinson’s ditto 



PRIMATE BOULTER and 



£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. d. 


2,336 


18 


4 






18 


16 


11 






> 4,299 


4 


7 






18 


1 


6 ; 






















6,673 


1 4 
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for One Year, ending 1st August 1842. 



DISBURSEMENTS : , , 

£. s. a. 

For rebuilding and enlarging churches 
„ Repairs of churches - 

,, Extraordinary repairs of ditto ------- 

„ Yearly estimates for church expenses - 33,479 6 4 

„ Printing and binding books - - - - - - 21229 



Arrear of vestry assessments -------- 

Payments to the Bishop of Cork ----- 1,500 - - 

Stipends to Dublin curates ------ 2,040 - - 

Ditto to other curates, vicars choral of Cashel, Cloyne, &c. 3,191 9 - 
Ditto to diocesan schoolmaster ----- ioo 14 7 



Salaries to commissioners, secretary, treasurer, clerks, &c. 

Interest on balance of loan of 1 00,000 Z. to Board of Public Works 
Ditto on old 3£ per cent. Stock, paid Geo. H. Lindsey - 
Incidents, consisting of rent, taxes, office furniture, coals, 

candles, &c. -1,136 1 

Binding part of Ordnance Survey - 107 1 

Postage - ---147 1 

Registrar’s fee3 for attested copies of documents, &c. - 10 

Care-taker’s wages, taxes, and other expenses on See- 
houses, and mensal lands undemised - 
Stationery for one year ------ 

Expenses incurred for surveying and mapping certain lands 
Advertising for proposals for church works, &c. 



358 

126 

107 

191 



11 6 
6 9 
10 1 



Solicitor’s salary for personal services for one year ■ 
And for disbursements and expenses incurred 



,, Portion of charge on See-house of Meath 
„ Tax on benefices overpaid and returned 
„ Rentcliarge relumed to Rep" of former incumbents 
,, Quit and Crown rents ------ 

„ Enrolling and registering Perpetuity Deeds - 
Balance of General Fund, 1 August 1842 - 

Ditto of Perpetuity Purchase Fund - 



1,000 - - 

393 19 1 



6,417 8 1 

2,478 - 7k 



£. s. 
14,656 17 
25,157 16 
2,505 12 



33,691 9 1 



6,313 13 - 
2,423 - 3 



947 4 

13 15 
19 15 
18 9 



8,895 8 8 k 



105,275 15 2 £ 



PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 



£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


For stipends in augmentation of small benefices - 4,597 19 2 




Balance of Primate Boulter’s Fund, 1 August 1842 - - 2,038 3 9 




Ditto of Primate Robinson’s ditto - - - - - 36 185 






6,673 1 4 



137 - 
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